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Executive Assistant Director, OCD 

Acting Chief, Biographic Register 

Progress of Biographic Register 

REFERENCES i A. ORE Instruction 31-47, dated 15 July 1947 
B. NSCID No. 8, dated 25 May 1948. 


28 September 1948 


1. The over-all mission of the Biographic Register is stated in 
Reference A, above. In brief, the mission requires that BR maintain data 
on individuals and organisations in all categories, provide data upon re- 
quest, and conduct surveys and prepare reports to point up gaps a nd defi- 
ciencies in the centralised biographic program. By Referenoe B, above, the 
general responsibilities of the Register were particularised with respect 
to foreign scientists and technicians. 

2. The general mission of the BR Is of a magnitude that has not been 
accurately gauged. Successful prosecution, however, would require personnel 
numbering in the hundreds and space and machines far in excess of anything 
now held or contemplated in budgetary planning. From the first, therefore, 
the Register has been obliged to confine its activities to fields of the 
highest intelligence potential not wholly within the cognisance of another 
official intelligence agency. The scientific field was early seen as an 
objective of this type and considerable progress toward this end had been 
made before NSCID No. 8 (Ref. B) had been published. 

3. The publishing of NSCID No. 8 confirmed the necessity of proceeding 
with a limited mission and since that time the BR has proceeded tos 

a. Process Into its files data on all scientists and scientific 
organisations of intelligence significance but concentrating on 
Germany and the USSR, 


b. Provide biographical data on persons in all categories 
when requested by an office or branch of CIA. Otherwise the 
processing of data pertaining to political, economic, sociological, 
military, and air categories has /Seen suspondecf7**> ie *'* * y^ 


4. With referenoe to 3a., above, the Register has been instructed by 
the Assistant Director to work into its files the backlog of scientific 
biographical data held by the IAC agencies. Pursuant to this instruction 
the Register on 1 June 1948 began to work the index cardB prepared by the 
Scientific Branch, Department of the Navy, on German scientists working for 
Russia. The portion of the project represented by the cards covering this 
particular group of scientists is approaching completion and seme 1700 cards 
have been processed to date. All of the resources of the Register except 
for two (2) persons processing requests have been concentrated on this task. 
Very little current material has been processed except for that contained 
in selected top secret documents. 
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. . m of the priority assigned to taking up agency backlogs, 

6. A. a r..ult of th. prlorl^^ 5^^ th , 1<m „ t drncminator. 

A more important consideration however is the f*ct tha tl h d t 

„«£d« is so fragmentary and undigested as to raise oouuc oonc<»u r. 
in the cards is so xragmen » to current material, 

its value when measured against the loss oi 

6. At the same time the Wavy cards were taken over, a ®«thod of 

sssiw 3HES?Er« ssra. 

this system was to make biographical facts readily a ^xia . y by 

4rt _ _ n(! facilitate reproduction of data on large numbers ol individual y 
^rof the Tefefa^ process. While there are obvious advantages to a 
machine dossier Its shortcomings are serious because of its 1 !^^red The 
with reference to material processed and the complex controls requi 
most important imm.dlat. problom i. tho f.ot that th. mki^ p f 

flrd analysts. Finally, tha r.produotion machlns for ^J' hy t 

art up dors not «lst and from »hat oan ha lrarnrd in this °ifl°» thorefors. 
£rm available until .cm. tim. in th. ind.finit. futura. It is, “«”fors. - 
rntiraly possible that the Baglster is expending much time and labor 
eystem which much later may prove to be impracticable. 

7 The BR is far short of accomplishing its over-all mission as stated 
in Reference A Regardless of how much the Register receives in p ersonnel 
Ld administrative support, the full accomplishment of their 

JSSZZStZZZ T^’ZTc ^anoi.. *ithi Lot 

tH Jftbe^urrflff^tror^^ifSn/rvlent. of scientific Individ- 
uals, the growth of scientific eocieties, etc. 

8. The organisation recently approved by management P ro ^ d *J f°*\ a 
Scientific Research Division and an Area Research Division. It will 
desirable to activate both of these divisions, a process which actually 
entails 1 simply separating the geographical function from the present scien- 
Sfio pr^m- I^thi. connection it mill b. dr.ir.bl. to find a ru tab!, 
field of research for the Area Division. It is not thought that this 
Division should enter aimlessly into all fields of endeavor, but should 
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BOTle C f t8g0ry not the so1 ® r ® 8 Ponaibility of an IAC agency. 

“d P t e T + r! a n0t the reB P°a8^ility Of any IAC department^ 

and it is believed that consideration should be given to assigning the i e. 
division a mission in this field. aligning the area 


9. 


whoa 




- — vvvsflou i I inQiyi nyi a i a « 

eQulD^r^rrL S6i<Sat J f J 0 ’ Coneid ® ria & the limitations in personnel and 
It ifnet Il i ! S d a ® 1 6 generally satisfactory level of operations. 

n-H “ in l±Z g 4 T T#r ;, the BS ' Vl11 b ® &n effective central Intel - 
Ilgence instrument unless it processes 4 from I 1 individual* 

£r/“r.- ’ lth *«.ad M t wort in organU.tlo L ma aiil.d r..j jch pr^t. 

crltlcally ^xaiiini f. 11Ull<; of th ' Wmt r/o .a rapidly .. po..lbl^ ,„d’ 

proo ’‘”‘ to iB * ure tha °* 
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